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UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN IOWA FACULTY SENATE 
Agenda for Meeting of October 10, 2005 
3:15 P.M. Great Reading Room, Seerley Hall 
CALL TO ORDER 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes of the September 26, 2005 meeting 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. Call for Press Identification 
2. Comments from Interim Provost Lubker 
3. Comments from Faculty Chair, Sue Joslyn 
4. Comments from Chair Bankston 




Request for Emeritus Status, Lathon Jernigan, 
Department of Music, effective 6/05 
Parking Resolution 
The New Capstone Experience Model Evaluation 
NEW BUSINESS 
Committee Appointment - Regents Award for Faculty Excellence 
United Way 
ONGOING BUSINESS 
CONSIDERATION OF DOCKETED ITEMS 
797 Resolution of the Role of Mini-mesters and Online 
Instruction to the Transfer of Credits and Hiring 
of Faculty 
ADJOURNMENT 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN IOWA FACULTY SENATE 
Calendar item,_8_6_8 __ Docket Number ____ _ 
Title: __ R_eq_u_e_s_t_f_o_r_E_m_e_r_1_· t_u_s_s_t_a_t_u_s_f_o_r_L_a_t_h_o_n_J_e_r_n_1_· g_a_n_,_D_e_:p;_a_r_t_m_e_n_t _ 
of Music, effective 6/05 
Standard Motions 
__ 1. Place at head of docket, out of regular order. 
__ 2. Docket in regular order. 
__ 3. Docket because of special circumstances for. ____________ _ 
And notify sender(s). 
__ 4. Refer to (standing committee). _________________ --: 
__ 5. Refer to (administrative officer) ________________ _ 
__ 6. Refer to (ad hoc committee), _________________ _ 
__ 7. Return to petitioner with request for a more specific proposal. 
__ 8. Return to petitioner with request for additional information and documentation. 
__ 9. Return to petitioner because of decision not to docket at this time. 






Request for Faculty Emeritus Status at the University of Northern Iowa 
Name _'-_
1 
A_T_H_o_N_<-_)_E_f?_N_I..;;;...G_A-_N __ Department_...:..;.A-_,_1 u~.5~! ~:;;....- _______ _ 
I wish to retire from my position as PR.oF~"3soR DE MU 5t ~ 
at the University of Northern Iowa, effective _0_ I 3 0 I {J;; 
Month Day Year 
I have twenty (20) or more years of creditable service in higher education. (List institutions and 
dates of employment.) 
Institution 
UNtV'21?StTY OF- Nof.rJIG.]'?.A/ /IJ'-~·A 
Institution 
Signature of Applica 
~..2-f'·· IJ /9~Y- Atir;., 'io, /'11/ 
Date 






College Senate Chair: Include a statement verifying that ten ( 1 0) years of meritorious service 
has been concluded with the University ofNorthern Iowa. (Use back of this form if more space 
is ~equired.) ~a.'-I"OY] ~(\.{ ~(.l (J..A_ r.e..--k 're J ()..:-{kr -31 4-{.0-/'~ o-F 
6LLKh-.AclLJ .. ~-R .. /'1\JICQ__ -(oJ ~seA-bee_ <f/ r'YUASlc _0 
Ll"\""71'-~ 







Provost and Vice President Date 
President Date 
Please prepare this form: sign and submit to your department Head. When the process for approval has been 
completed, the Provost's office will make copies and distribute them to each of the above signatories and the 
Department of Human Resources . 
UNIForm 2A 
Ma.Zf~coo 
• . UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN IOWA FACULTY SENATE 
Calendar item sag Docket Number ____ _ 
Title: Parking Resolut i on 
Standard Motions 
__ 1. Place at head of docket, out of regular order. 
__ 2. Docket in regular order. 
__ 3. Docket because of special circumstances for. ___________ _ 
And notify sender(s). 
__ 4. Refer to (standing committee) ________________ _ 
__ 5 . • __ 6. Refer to (administrative officer) ________________ _ Refer to (ad hoc committee) _________________ _ 
__ 7. Return to petitioner with request for a more specific proposal. 
__ 8. Return to petitioner with request for additional information and documentation. 
__ 9. Return to petitioner because of decision not to docket at this time. 
__ 10. Other procedural disposition _________________ _ 
NOTES 
• 
• Resolved, that Public Safety should increase the fines for parking in an "A" lot without 
• 
an "A" lot sticker from $5.00 to $50.00. 
Goal: to deter those not authorized to park in "A" lots from doing so. 
Rationale: Faculty, students and Public Safety representatives indicate that this would be 
an effective deterrent to illegal parking. Currently, students who park illegally do so 
because Public Safety is understaffed, so the risk of receiving a ticket is small. 
Furthermore, many students, especially those whose parents pay their U-bills, do not 
consider $5.00 an onerous amount to pay to park; in other words, they see $5.00 as a fee 
rather than a punitive fine. Many faculty members have reported seeing students parking 
in the lot each day or have walked past cars without "A" tags parked in the lot during 
regular business hours. 
Parking spots in highly desirable lots cost more. Currently, an A tag costs $106 per year, 
a B tag costs $60 per year, and these fees are likely to increase in the future. It makes 
sense to protect these desirable lots. Moreover, faculty frequently must transport heavy 
teaching and research materials to buildings without loading zones. Finally, many faculty 
regard parking as a quality of life issue and a form of recognition. 
To further protect the A-lots, Public Safety should consider suspending a student's hang-
tag for the rest of the academic year after five tickets. 
April 22, 2005 
Dear Julie, 
The UF-AAUP Executive Board has reviewed the CHF A Faculty Council resolution and • 
has approved, by majority vote the following position: We endorse the faculty governance 
process and initiatives by all UNI College Faculty Councils to seek a resolutio~ to the 
parking difficulties experienced by those with "A" parking stickers on campus. We believe 
that the fmes for those unauthorized to park in the A lots should be increased to deter the 
indiscriminate use of parking slots designated for A sticker holders. Further, UF-AAUP 
believes this issue is an important curriculum matter, because the inability of faculty to park 
in the A lots impedes their ability to work on campus and interferes with their meeting 
students and faculty on a timely basis. UF-AAUP has been concerned, for quite some time, 
with the lack of communication and dialogue by the UNI Office of Public Safety with 
appropriate faculty groups over parking policy, fee structure and penalties for unauthorized 
use of parking facilities. 
Let me know if we can be of any further assistance with this initiative. We thank you and 
your faculty colleagues for pursuing this governance issue. 
Frank Thompson 
·President, UF-AAUP 
Dr. Julie Husband 
Dept. of English 
University of Northern Iowa 
11 7 Baker Hall 
Cedar Falls, IA 50614 
319-273-3849 
• 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN IOWA FACULTY SENATE 
Calendar item_8_<71_0 _ Docket Number ____ _ 












Place at head of docket, out of regular order. 
Docket in regular order. 
Docket because of special circumstances for ____________ _ 
And notify sender(s). 
Refer to (standing committee) _________________ _ 
Refer to {administrative officer) ________________ _ 
Refer to {ad hoc committee) _______ _;_ _________ _ 
Return to petitioner with request for a more specific proposal. 
Return to petitioner with request for additional information and documentation. 
Return to petitioner because of decision not to docket at this time. 





The New Capstone Experience Model Evaluation 
Liberal Arts Core Committee 
Report prepared by Office of Academic Assessment 
University of Northern Iowa 
122 lang Hall 
Cedar Falls, lA 50614-0138 
September 16, 2005 
• Introduction On April12, 2004 the University Faculty Senate approved a new Capstone Experience model 
for a three year trial period. The new Capstone Experience, is a university-wide endeavor, organized 
as a distinct part of the Liberal Arts Core, within a new Category 6. The Capstone Experience has 
enrollment limited to juniors and seniors; is attractive and accessible to students from a wide 
spectrum of disciplinary backgrounds; and at a minimum, either 1) integrates content from two or 
more diverse disciplines, or 2) emphasizes service-based learning and provides engagement with 
communities outside UN I. In approving Capstone courses, the Liberal Arts Core Committee is guided 
by the following desirable course attributes: intellectually challenging and promotes the development 
of higher-order thinking skills; makes student disciplinary diversity a strength of its design; links theory 
to practice through applied problem-solving activities; promotes the development of skills and 
dispositions associated with self-directed, life-long learning. 
During the debate regarding the new Capstone Experience model, questions were raised 
about whether or not faculty would be interested in developing and offering new Capstone Experience 
courses and if the new model would improve the overall quality of the Capstone Experience for 
students. The Liberal Arts Core Committee was charged with evaluating the new model and 
reporting the results to the University Faculty Senate. 
Evaluation 
A_ To date, 21 new Capstone Experience courses have been reviewed by the Liberal Arts Core 
~ommittee and 19 have been approved. A list of these courses can be found in Appendix A. A 
review of the majors of the students enrolled in the Spring 2005 and Fall 2005 new Capstone 
Experience courses indicated that student disciplinary diversity was obtained (see Appendix B.) 
To evaluate the new Capstone Experience model, the Liberal Arts Core Committee developed 
and piloted a Capstone Student Survey and Faculty Capstone Survey during the fall2004 semester. 
Based upon the pilot study, the survey instruments were refined. During the spring 2005 semester 
the instructors of all Capstone Experience classes (24 Environment, Technology & Society courses; 
14 new Capstone Experience courses) were asked to complete a Faculty Capstone Survey and to 
allow a member of the Liberal Arts Core Committee to attend one of their classes to administer the 
Capstone Student Survey (see Appendix C for the Surveys). Eighteen Environment, Technology & 
Society classes were surveyed including 458 students and 10 instructors. Twelve new Capstone 
Experience classes were surveyed including 248 students and nine instructors. The results of the 
surveys were analyzed by the Office of Information Management and Analysis with the cost covered 
by the Provost's Office. The results are presented in Appendix D and E. 
Conclusions 
The Liberal Arts Core Committee has been struck by the enthusiasm, creativity and attention 
to quality that the instructors of the new Capstone Experience courses have demonstrated. As 
previously indicated, 19 new Capstone Experience courses have been approved. Approximately 14 
new Capstone courses have been offered each semester. This has resulted in a decrease in the 
• number of sections and class size of the Environment, Technology & Society classes offered. 
2 
There was a significant difference on several items in how the Environment, Technology & • 
Society students and students in the new Capstone Experience courses perceived their experience. 
Students in the new courses agreed more with the statements that their Capstone course: 1) 
integrated content from two or more diverse disciplines, 2) would be interesting to students from a 
number of majors, 3) was intellectually challenging, 4) required them to use critical thinking skills, 5) 
offered opportunities for active involvement through in-class activities and/or small-group 
discussions, and 6) connected them to the complex world of issues and ideas they will encounter 
after graduation. The students in the new Capstone Experience Courses also agreed more with the 
statement that having students with various majors enhanced discussions and other activities in the 
course. Students in both types of Capstone courses reported that their course offered opportunities 
to write and/or make presentations. They also indicated that they were adequately prepared for the 
course's activities and expectations. 
Capstone Experience instructors from both types (Environment, Technology & Society and 
new Capstone Experience) agreed that their course attracted students from a wide variety of 
disciplines and that having students from several different disciplinary backgrounds made a positive 
addition to discussions, projects, and other class activities. They reported that their course offered 
students opportunities for expressing their ideas and interacting with the ideas of others through such 
activities as writing, presenting, group projects, and class discussions. Instructors also reported that 
their course helped connect students with the kind of complex issues and ideas that they will 
encounter after graduation. They agreed less with the statement that the students in their class came 
with adequate preparation for the expectations and activities of the course. 
Instructors indicated that teaching their Capstone course was a satisfying professional 
experience, they would consider teaching a Capstone course again and they would encourage an 
interested colleague to consider teaching a Capstone course. 
When asked about the resources/factors that helped them to develop and deliver their 
Capstone course the two factors identified by the largest percentage of Environment, Technology & 
Society instructors were previous experience with multidisciplinary courses (50%) and participation in 
Carver Grant workshops (50%). For the new Capstone Experience instructors, the factors endorsed 
by the largest percentage of instructors included encouragement from my department head (87.5%), 
encouragement from my dean (62.5%), and conversations with colleagues outside my department 
(62.5%). For both groups, the largest percentage of instructors identified encouragement from 
department heads and/or deans and opportunities to interact with colleagues who have offered 
Capstone courses (approximately 85%) as resources/factors that would be useful to faculty in general 
interested in developing and teaching Capstone course sections. 
• 
3 
• APPENDIX A 
New Capstone Experience Courses 
# of Sections 
Title Instructor Colleqe Sp '05 Fall '05 
Bio-medical Ethics !Francis Degnin CHFA 1 1 
jPer~p_E~ctives on Death and Dying Francis Degnin CHFA 2 2 
!Science, Mathematics, and Technology in the 
!Joel Haack !Americas CNS Fall '04 (1) 
!Theatre in Education !Gretta Berqhammer CHFA 1 
!Communication Disorders in Society !Ken Bleile CHFA 1 
Building Communities: Developing Intentional !Gowri Betrabet-Gulwadi 
Family Spaces !Elise Radina CSBS 1 
!Thomas Fogarty 
Democracies lAna Koql CSBS 3 2 
Keith Crew 
!Analysis of Contemporary Social Issues !John Johnson CSBS 3 3 
1eistory of Environmental Impact !Michael Shott CSBS 
cine, Morality, and Society: The Social 
IKent Sandstrom I Construction of Health and Illness CSBS 1 
!Creativity and the Transformation of Culture !Gary Gute CSBS 1 1 
Greece: From the "Cradle of Democracy" to Today !Greg Bruess CSBS Summer '05 (1) 
!Minority-Majority Group Relations in the U.S. !Laura Praqlin CSBS 1 1 
Leadership and Professional and Civic IGerri Perreault 
I Responsibility Donna Vinton COE/ESS 1 
Doug Hotek 
Living in Our Techno-social World !Phyllis Baker CSBS/CNS 
Obesity and Diabetes: Science, Sociology, and 
Economics !Carl Thurman CNS 1 
!The Holocaust in Literature and Film ISiegrun Wildner CHFA 
Science and Pseudoscience: Critiquing the World !seth Brown 
j6r_ound You Kimberly Cline-Brown CSBS 
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Accounting 2 1 3 2 8 
Anthropology 1 1 2 
Art Teaching 2 2 
Art: History 1 1 
Art: Studio 1 2 3 1 1 1 1 10 
Art: Studio: BFA 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Athletic Training 2 1 2 5 
Biology 2 1 3 
Biology: Biomedical 1 1 2 4 8 
Biotechnology 1 1 2 
Chemistry: Biochemistry 1 1 
Comm: Electronic Media 1 1 1 3 
Comm: General Communication 1 1 2 
Comm: Interpersonal Communication 1 1 
Comm: Organizational Communication 1 1 1 1 4 
Comm: Public Relations 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 8 
Communicative Disorders 1 4 1 6 
Computer Information Systems 1 1 
Computer Science 1 1 
Construction Management 1 1 
Crminology 2 1 1 5 1 6 1 2 19 
Early Childhood Education 1 1 1 3 
Economics 1 2 2 1 1 7 
Elementary Education 1 4 1 2 1 11 1 3 1 1 1 3 2 32 
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Family Services 1 1 1 2 3 2 1 11 
Finance 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 9 
General Studies 1 1 1 1 2 1 4 3 14 
Geography 1 1 
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History 2 3 1 2 3 1 1 13 
Individual Studies 1 1 
Interior Design 1 4 1 3 9 
Leisure Services 2 2 1 5 
Liberal Studies 1 1 
Management 1 1 1 1 2 3 9 
Management Information Systems 1 1 1 3 
Manufacturing Technology 1 1 
Marketing 1 1 2 2 6 
Mathematics 1 1 
Mathematics: Statistical & Actuarial 1 1 
Modern Languages Dual 1 1 
Music 1 1 1 3 
Music Education 1 1 2 4 
Not Available on System 1 1 1 1 4 I 
Performance & Training Technology (graduate) 1 1 
Philosophy 3 3 
Physical Education 1 1 1 3 
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• • • 
• New Capstone Experience .ons by Majors-Spring 2005 • 
010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 640/650:173 640/650:194 640/650:194 Total 
01 02 03 04 OS 06 07 08 09 10 11 01 01 02 
2:-·e ... 
Ll.. .... 
ui c f! 0 ::) ., ::s ... .. c ~ ., "' ., ., ., ::s ;; ., ::s ::s :5 (..) ~ ::s ... "' '0 .5 "' ..!!! ..!!! Cl ~ ..!!!.... :!! . 5 c .. ... .... c. 0 c 0 ·c:; ... ~ 0 ~ ~ en ·c:; 0 0 .... 0 en en ., e .5 en ·c:; it ~ ~ ~ 0 .2 I!! ~ 
I! I! en 0 .. c. ., I! 
&. &. 
.., u; c ::s 'E 0 c ., I! e 0 c. E E ... ;e ..... .. E (!) i5 "' ~ 2 ~ c ., ~ <.> ::s ~ c 1! E ;; c ~ 0 0 .., 0 0 Cl C> 
(..) (..) 0 E c -~ 
., 
"' .. "' (..) w c c '0 - :::E 0 ... ... .. .. .. - .... ·;;.. ·;;.. 0 .; (..) ~ :::E .!.! ·c:; '(j '(j 0 .!.! 0 0 .!!! .. t c I! I! I! .. c C> ::s .., ~ ~ ... ·;;; '(j c .~ E ... ... ... ·;;; .. 2:- 2:- :0 10 0 0 0 ~ :::E .r:. .r:. ... ... :0 0 E E E E ... b 10 10 Major c ci .. ·;; f! c 0 .. .. .. ci .. .. < :::E llJ (..) ~ (..) 0 0 0 iii 0 0 
Political Science 3 4 1 8 
Psychology 2 1 3 2 2 2 1 1 2 1 17 
Public Administration 1 1 2 1 5 
Real Estate 1 1 2 
Religion 1 2 1 4 
Social Science 1 1 3 5 
Social Work 2 1 3 1 1 1 1 10 
Sociology 1 2 1 1 1 6 
Spanish 1 2 3 
Special Education 1 1 
Technology Management 1 1 
Textile and Apparel 1 1 
Theatre 1 1 2 4 
Total Enrollment 11/23/2004 20 22 20 18 20 16 35 24 26 25 20 34 20 25 
010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 640/650:173 640/650:194 640/650:194 
01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 01 01 02 
8 
New Capstone Experience Sections by Majors-Fall 2005 
010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 010:159 490:106 640/650:173 640/650:194 640/650:194 Total 









(.) ... = ;; ... ... .., = (.) = = :?! "' - .5 "' Cll .!!! 0 Cll .!!! .!!! (.) 
iii c:: c:: iii }! "0 0 
~ 
c:: ·u ~ ·u .., .. 0 0 0 iii C/) E a; C/) C/) 
~ c.: ~ ~ c:: .S! 0 
I! .. 0.. I! I! ·c;; 
8. 
c:: = 0 0 .. I! e 0.. 0.. "' J!! .. c:: E .... (!) E E ~ e .!! 0 "' .!! ... :E' ~ ~ a.. "' ~ 0 .0 .0 0> 0> c:: ;; "' "0 -~ 0 :c c:: c:: 0 "0 -~ 0 0 c c:: 0 = w ·;;.. ·;;.. (.) Cll Cll (.) (.) .. "0 - c:: "' ... - - "0 "0 w iii 0 0 0 .. =I' ·u ·u 0 0 c:: 0.. c:: ~ .. :c .. .5 .!::! "0 "0 "' :E' I! I! .!!! Cll I!! "0 c:: c:: "iii ~ u u .. "iii ~ ~ ... ... .. .. b 0 0 .2:- .2:- "' !> ::;; ~ .c .. 0 E E .. "0 "' .. -Major .. e c:: .. .. "' .. "' ... b .. ~ !:iE "' "' c:: ~ .0 ... .0 .c ... "' (.) 0 0 < 0 .... 0 .... iii 0 0 
Accounting 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 11 
Anthropology 1 1 1 3 
Art Teaching 1 1 2 
Art: History 1 1 1 3 
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Athletic Training 1 1 
Biology 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Biology: Biomedical 1 2 1 3 2 3 12 
Biotechnology 0 
Chemistry 2 2 
Chemistry: Biochemistry 1 1 2 
Comm: Electronic Media 2 1 1 2 1 7 
Comm: General Communication 1 1 1 3 
Comm: Interpersonal Communication 0 
Comm: Organizational Communication 1 1 
Comm: Public Relations 1 1 1 1 4 
Communicative Disorders 1 1 1 3 
Computer Information Systems 0 
Computer Science 1 1 
Construction Management 1 1 
Crrninology 1 1 5 1 1 9 
Deciding 1 1 2 
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Earth Science 1 1 2 
Economics 1 1 2 
Elementary Education 2 2 2 1 1 3 1 3 5 3 1 24 
English 1 2 3 1 2 3 2 1 15 
Family Services 1 1 2 1 1 6 
Finance 2 2 3 1 2 10 
French 1 1 2 
General Studies 1 1 2 1 3 1 9 
Geography 0 
Gerontology 3 1 1 5 
Graphic Communication 1 1 2 
Health Promotion 1 1 2 
History 1 2 2 2 1 1 9 
Humanities 1 1 
Individual Studies 0 
Interior Design 1 1 
Leisure Services 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 9 
Liberal Studies 0 
Management 1 1 2 4 1 2 2 3 1 17 
Management Information Systems 1 2 3 
Manufacturing Technology 0 
Marketing 2 4 3 2 1 2 1 1 16 
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Not Available on System 2 1 3 
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Political Communication 1 1 1 3 
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Public Administration 1 1 
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Religion 1 1 2 
Social Science 2 1 1 4 
Social Work 1 6 1 1 2 4 15 
Sociology 1 1 1 3 
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Special Education 0 
Technology Management 1 1 
TESOL 1 1 
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APPENDIX C 
Capstone Student Survey 





UN~ CAPSTONE STUDENT SURVEY 
.he UNI Liberal Arts Core is designed to expose students to broad areas of knowledge. The Core is intended to help 











The Oxford Dictionary defines "liberal arts" as "the studies (language, philosophy, history, literature, abstract science) in 
a college or university intended to provide chiefly general knowledge and to develop general intellectual capacities (as 
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Directions: 
Using the scale to the left, please respond to the following questions by filling 
in the appropriate circles for Questions 1 through 9. 
1. Topics and discussions in this Capstone course integrated content from two or more diverse disciplines. 
2. This Capstone course would be interesting to students from a number of majors. 
3. Having students with various majors enhanced discussions and other activities in this Capstone course. 
4. This Capstone course was intellectually challenging. 
5. This Capstone course required me to use critical thinking skills. 
6. This Capstone course offered opportunities to write and/or make presentations. 
7. This Capstone course offered opportunities for active involvement through in-class activities and/or small-
group discussions. 
8. I felt adequately prepared for this Capstone course's activities and expectations. 
9. One goal of a Capstone course is to connect students to the complex world of issues and ideas 
they will encounter after graduation. Measured against this objecttve, this Capstone class was successful. 
Please use the space below to offer any other comments you might have on this course. . 
Office of Information Management and Analysis 






I~ FACULTY CAPSTONE SURVEY 
In Spring 2004 the University of Northern Iowa Faculty Senate approved a proposal for the creation of a new model for 
the Capstone category of the Liberal Arts Core. The new model includes both the previous Capstone course, 
Environment, Technology, and Society, and new courses developed by faculty in departments across campus and 
approved by the Liberal Arts Core Committee. 
As mandated by the University Faculty Senate, the Liberal Arts Core Committee will evaluate the new Capstone 
category. Feedback from faculty teaching Capstone courses and from students taking the courses is essential to this 
review process. 
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Part 1. Reflections on My Experience with Capstone This Semester 
Directions: 
Please shade in your responses to the following questions using the scale to 
the left. Feel free to add thoughts and comments related to the questions at 
the bottom of the page. 
1. My Capstone course attracted students from a wide variety of disciplinary backgrounds. 
2. Having students from several different disciplinary backgrounds made a positive addition 
to discussions, projects, and other class activities in my Capstone course. 
3. The students in my class came with adequate preparation for the expectations and activities 
of the course. 
• 
• 
4. My Capstone course offered students opportunities for expressing their ideas and interactinSJ with 
the ideas of others through such activities as writing, presenting, group projects, and class discussions. 
@ ® ® ® @ 5. My Capstone course helped to connect students with the kind of complex issues and 
ideas that they will encounter after graduation. · 
(0 ® ® ® @ 6. Teaching my Capstone course was a satisfying professional experience. 
0 ® ® ® @ 7. I would consider teaching a Capstone course again. 





*2005 Student and Faculty Capstone Survey: 
Mean Scores by Course Section and 
Type of Course 
UN~ 
Kristin M. Moser, Senior Research Analyst 
Office of Institutional Research 
University of Northern Iowa 
101 Seerley Hall 
Cedar Falls, lA 50614-0005 
(319) 273-3103 
June 8, 2005 
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01 1 : Topics and discussions in this Capstone course integrated content from 
3.90 4.23 4.02* two or more diverse disciplines. 
02: This Capstone course would be interesting to students from a number of 
3.61 4.26 3.84* 
majors. 
03: Having students with various majors enhanced discussions and other 
3.60 4.15 3.80* activities in this Capstone course. 
04: This Capstone course was intellectually challenging. 3.27 4.05 3.54* 
05: This Capstone course required me to use critical thinking skills. 3.44 4.21 3.71* 
06: This Capstone course offered opportunities to write and/or make 
4.51 4.42 4.48 presentations. 
07: This Capstone course offered opportunities for active involvement through 
4.20 4.47 4.30* in-class activities and/or small-group discussions. 
08: I felt adequately prepared for this Capstone course's activities and 
4.06 4.02 4.04 expectations. 
09: One goal of a Capstone course is to connect students to the complex world 
of issues and ideas they will encounter after graduation. Measured against this 3.75 4.23 3.92* 
objective, this Capstone class was successful. 
Total N 458 248 706 
Scale: 1 =Strongly disagree; 2=Disagree; 3=Neither agree nor disagree; 4=Agree; 5=Strongly Agree 
2Environment, Technology and Society course section 
3New Capstone course section 
*p < .01 
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01 : Topics and discussions in this Capstone 
course integrated content from two or more 3.83 3.96 3.90 4.00 4.04 4.15 
diverse disciplines. 
02: This Capstone course would be 
interesting to students from a number of 3.69 3.59 3.31 3.84 3.57 3.81 
majors. 
03: Having students with various majors 
enhanced discussions and other activities in 3.55 3.41 3.83 4.04 4.00 3.89 
this Capstone course. 
04: This Capstone course was intellectually 3.21 3.19 2.55 3.36 3.13 3.08 challenging. 
05: This Capstone course required me to use 
3.45 3.48 2.93 3.72 3.09 3.58 critical thinking skills. 
06: This Capstone course offered 
opportunities to write and/or make 4.69 4.59 4.21 4.60 4.30 4.39 
presentations. 
07: This Capstone course offered 
opportunities for active involvement through 
4.31 4.30 4.24 4.76 4.17 4.46 in-class activities and/or small-group 
discussions. 
08: I felt adequately prepared for this 
4.17 4.19 4.07 4.32 3.91 4.15 Capstone course's activities and expectations. 
09: One goal of a Capstone course is to 
connect students to the complex world of 
issues and ideas they will encounter after 3.90 3.82 3.55 4.00 3.65 3.85 • graduation. Measured against this objective, 
this Capstone class was successful. 
Source: Office of Institutional Research 




01 : Topics and discussions in this Capstone 
course integrated content from two or more 4.38 4.11 3.54 4.24 3.54 4.17 
diverse nes. 
02: This Capstone course would be 
interesting to students from a number of 4.04 3.89 3.54 4.21 3.33 3.69 
03: Having students with various majors 
enhanced discussions and other activities in 4.17 3.83 3.15 4.48 2.88 3.80 
this Ca e course. 
04: Th. Capstone course was intellectually 3.29 3.56 3.54 3.62 3.38 3.35 
challen 
05: This Capstone course required me to use 
3.75 3.44 3.50 3.59 3.33 3.55 
critical thinki skills. 
4.42 4.83 4.58 4.86 4.71 4.72 
4.29 4.67 4.00 4.55 4.08 4.66 
4.21 4.33 3.89 4.48 3.88 4.35 
4.00 4.39 3.54 4.21 3.17 3.97 
*Not actual course section number 
• 
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Q1 : Topics and discussions in this Capstone 
course integrated content from two or more 3.56 3.30 4.35 3.74 3.88 3.67 
diverse disciplines. 
Q2: This Capstone course would be 
interesting to students from a number of 3.70 2.89 4.58 3.00 3.50 2.88 
majors. 
Q3: Having students with various majors 
enhanced discussions and other activities in 3.33 3.00 4.04 2.86 3.33 3.17 
this Capstone course. 
Q4: This Capstone course was intellectually 
3.44 3.15 3.96 2.78 3.54 2.83 challenging. 
Q5: This Capstone course required me to use 
3.37 3.19 4.04 3.17 3.71 2.96 critical thinking skills. 
06: This Capstone course offered 
opportunities to write and/or make 4.48 4.63 4.67 4.00 4.21 4.29 
presentations. 
07: This Capstone course offered 
opportunities for active involvement through 
4.04 3.41 4.58 3.17 3.88 4.00 in-class activities and/or small-group 
discussions. 
Q8: I felt adequately prepared for this 
4.11 3.26 4.38 3.65 3.75 3.83 Capstone course's activities and expectations. 
Q9: One goal of a Capstone course is to 
connect students to the complex world of • issues and ideas they will encounter after 3.89 3.22 4.54 3.13 3.58 3.13 
graduation. Measured against this objective, 
this Capstone class was successful. 
Source: Office of Institutional Research 
*Not actual course section number 
• 
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Q1: Topics and discussions in this Capstone 
course integrated content from two or more 3.35 3.87 4.39 4.11 4.20 4.79 
diverse disci ines. 
Q2: This Capstone course would be 
interesting to students from a number of 3.35 3.87 4.61 4.17 3.00 4.84 
m ors. 
Q3: Having students with various majors 
enhanced discussions and other activities in 3.22 4.00 4.67 4.00 3.40 4.89 
this 
Q4: 4.39 4.27 4.28 4.56 3.47 4.33 
course required me to use 
4.22 4.47 4.67 4.33 3.53 4.47 
Q6: This Capstone course offered 
opportunities to write and/or make 4.48 4.20 4.11 4.50 4.33 4.79 
3.96 4.07 4.89 4.78 4.27 4.63 
3.17 3.67 4.44 3.39 3.00 4.68 
3.87 4.13 4.41 3.89 3.27 4.84 
*Not actual course section number 
• 
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Q1: Topics and discussions in this Capstone 
course integrated content from two or more 
diverse disciplines. 
Q2: This Capstone course would be 
interesting to students from a number of 
majors. 
Q3: Having students with various majors 
enhanced discussions and other activities in 
this Capstone course. 
Q4: This Capstone course was intellectually 
challen~ing . 
Q5: This Capstone course required me to use 
critical thinking skills. 
Q6: This Capstone course offered 
opportunities to write and/or make 
presentations. 
Q7: This Capstone course offered 
opportunities for active involvement through 
in-class activities and/or small-group 
discussions. 
Q8: I felt adequately prepared for this 
Capstone course's activities and expectations. 
Q9: One goal of a Capstone course is to 
connect students to the complex world of 
issues and ideas they will encounter after 
graduation. Measured against this objective, 
this Capstone class was successful. 
Source: Office of Institutional Research 












4.36 4.38 4.13 4.54 
4.50 4.33 4.44 4.77 
3.96 4.67 4.31 4.39 
3.64 3.62 4.19 4.46 
3.93 3.81 4.67 4.69 
4.61 4.43 4.75 4.77 
4.25 4.67 4.63 4.54 
4.25 4.10 4.00 4.46 
• 4.43 3.76 4.19 4.62 
• 
• Mean Scores. for 2005 FacultY Capstone Survey ~ ..• ' .• ::: •Q. --., .: - .;~ . •, ·' ;::. _. . :- :;.::/ _· -· ., . ; , ._,,.. . ·. ETS~ . New· : AJI • 
01 : My Capstone course attracted students from a wide variety of disciplinary 
backgrounds. 4.60 4.11 4.37 
02: Having students from several different disciplinary backgrounds made a 
positive addition to discussions, projects, and other class activities in my 
Capstone course. 4.50 4.56 4.53 
03: The students in my class came with adequate preparation for the 
expectations and activities of the course. 3.60 3.78 3.68 
04: My Capstone course offered students opportunities for expressing their 
ideas and interacting with the ideas of others through such activities as writing, 
presenting, group projects, and class discussions. 4.70 4.67 3.68 
05: My Capstone course helped to connect students with the kind of complex 
issues and ideas that they will encounter after graduation. 4.70 4.78 4.74 
06: Teaching my Capstone course was a satisfying professional experience. 4.60 4.67 4.63 
07: I would consider teaching a Capstone course again. 4.80 4.67 4.74 
08: I would encourage an interested colleague to consider teaching a 
Capstone course. 4.40 4.78 4.58 
Total N 10 9 19 
1Scale: 1 =Strongly disagree; 2=Disagree; 3=Neither agree nor disagree; 4=Agree; 5=Strongly Agree 
2Environment, Technology and Society faculty 
3New Capstone course faculty 
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Q9c. 16.7 50.0 
Q9d. 33.3 62.5 








• *APPENDIX E 
Environment, Technology And Society Students 
I personally think that a lot of the core requirements are not useful to me. There are many professors 
who teach these classes that don't do a good job. The core classes are supposed to make us think, 
have our opinions and discuss them. Not automatically be forced into one belief viewed by the 
professor. 
I think that this class was interesting but I think for a gen. Ed. And only offered one day a week, some 
of the stuff we had to do was overwhelming and too much stuff due at the end of the year when we 
have other major stuff due that should be our priority and our concern, but instead, we had to focus 
on this capstone. I don't think that it should be our main focus. 
The capstone part of the core seems unnecessary even though this was enlightening at times. 
I think this particular class went well, albeit a larger writing load than I am used to. 
What stunk about this particular class was that very few people talked. There wasn't much debating 
.ingon. 
I think it was an interesting course, yet still don't know why it is required. 
I had to write a lot of papers that really seemed meaningless. 
I don't think I learned very many things that I didn't already know. I thought it was a waste of my time. 
I would have rather taken a course I was interested in. More of the newer capstone classes need to 
be implemented so that there are actually a decent number of openings. 
This is the traditional course. Not one of the added courses. 
Compared to other sections of capstone there were a lot more papers due. I wasn't planning on 
having so much homework over content I did not know or find interesting. 
Get rid of capstone requirement. 
There is no meaning or point to this course. 
*Summarized by the Office of Academic Assessment. A few comments were deleted to 
protect the anonymity of instructors. Names were changed to Dr. X. 
26 
New Capstone Experience Students 
I think this class and the other alternative capstone classes are great. I had dropped the regular 
capstone class last year and dreaded taking it again this year. I was glad to see other options. 
Good Stuff. 
This was a very interesting course that I think all majors would enjoy. 
Highly enjoyed the discussion/debate format of this course and feel the issues discussed to be 
relevant not only to my future profession, but to life in general. 
Excellent source of information. Important for everyone to know a little about the issues of race and 
the difficulties minorities encounter in day to day activities while people generally take them for 
granted. 
I really enjoyed this class. Dr. X is an awesome professor. We had very engaging class discussions 
where I learned a lot about other cultures. As a future teacher of English, I learned many facts and 
gained a much greater knowledge of topics and info, I can use in my class. 
This course should have more class times available so other students can experience what type of 
• 
issues go one everyday in life. I enjoyed the class, and keeping it hands on made it easy to • 
understand. 
I absolutely enjoyed coming to this class. I am very thankful that it has been added as a choice 
instead of having to take a environmental capstone class. Although it is useful, I do think that this 
class was more beneficial and interesting. 
The course was interesting and very much diverse. The class discussions were great. 
The professor was great and well organized. 
This class had a lot of busy work that could be reduced so the students could go into more details. 
· Field trips during class time (50 min.) is ridiculous because of the time limitations. It was very obvious 
who Dr. X didn't like. Dr. X wasn't very consistent and fair. 
I have never taken anything like this course before. I'm a business major, so talking about families, 
boundaries, and long term care facilities is new to me. Some of the material was interesting. 
This class was a major pain. The professors did not have a specific plan of discussion or teaching 
and I felt like I was on one path and the professors were on another. Questions were broad and 




his course was harder in terms of work and time than courses for my major/minor. I would rather 
ocus on those areas than this course. Also, course assumes background in this area, which I did not 
have, making it more challenging. 
1 felt too many topics were covered and sticking to a couple would have been more effective. 
It was nice to have various topics of family and home in this class. I learned quite a bit. 
Although this class used two different disciplines, it was difficult at times to see the connection 
between the two. 
I did not understand there would be a design aspect before taking the class. It would be good to have 
a better description of the course in the course catalog. 
This particular section has been overly and excessively demanding. The course material has been 
very one sided in ideology. The work load has not been comparable to other liberal arts core classes. 
Although topics are interesting and well presented, too much expected of those with little background 
on course topics. 
This class has a strong liberal bias. Conservative viewpoints do not seem like they are welcomed and 
are often criticized . 
• 
This course was a waste due to lack of teaching and more focus on teaching myself and didn't take 
his course to do that. If we are forced to take a class we know shit about at least have a way to teach 
us. 
This is one of the hardest classes I had, which is why I will have to try capstone again in the fall. 
Maybe it was just the wrong class. I could not wrap my brain around these ideas. 
This is an excellent course that should be available to all students, as it is highly applicable to the 
lives of all kinds of citizens. 
Dr. X has done an excellent job covering the materials in this course. Our readings are always 
diverse and challenge us to think outside of our conventional notions of why we have certain 
institutions and the degree to which they are effective. I have thoroughly enjoyed this course and the 
way in which it was presented. 
Difficult, but hopefully worth the time and effort. 
From comments from other classmates who were majoring in a discipline outside this capstone class 
theme, I got the impression they were struggling with the material. 
I took this section of capstone to challenge myself, but I feel over-challenged now. I am completely 
overwhelmed. I'm also bothered when my friends say that their capstone courses were jokes and 
.:asy-A's and I'm struggling in my course. This is based upon the professor and the content, but still 
Fmployers and grad schools don't know that when they look at grades. 
28 
I took this capstone class not expecting it to be so tough. I think too much is expected from this liberal. 
arts course. 
Since it is still early in semester no presentations or papers have been delivered. 
Great teacher. Have enjoyed the class. Only problem may be that you can tell Dr. X political opinion 
easily and some may be offended, but I was fine with it. 
I wish there was more structure to the discussions. I feel like the instructor has a lot of knowledge 
about the topics whereas the students seem to have lots of opinions. Some days I just said to myself, 
"I don't come here to hear other's opinions! I just want to learn something". 
Capstone is required and everybody has to take it. I feel that the discussion, if lead by a 
knowledgeable professor was certainly sufficient. Writing is a skill you learn in Comp I, II or other 
various required courses throughout one's college experience. Therefore I feel as if writing become a 
big part or a part at all would require far too much work. 
It would have been nice to go completely through the critical thinking book before getting into class 
conversations. The discussions might have been a little more focused on issues/conclusions and not 
people's own opinions/experiences. 
This was a great class. The range of topics we discussed were both interesting and thought • 
provoking. Not only did I enjoy the class but I learned a lot too. 
I love that you have expanded capstones course options. 
I thought this course was true to real life and dealt with issues that we will all be confronted with on a 
regular basis after graduation. I felt it was much more beneficial than the subject areas that some of 
the other capstone courses deal with. 
A scheduled debate on a currently relevant topic would make a nice addition to the class. 
Point/counterpoint format would be enjoyable. 
Out of all my courses to date, this course was by far the most interesting and enlightening course to 
date. It allowed me to view issues from a variety of stances through the eyes of other majors. This 
creates an opportunity to attempt to incorporate these various viewpoints into my own understanding 
and better evaluate the topic being discussed. 
No matters one's major. It is important to have the ability to look at the world and social issues so that 
one can think critically and form opinions. 
The way my professor taught it is the way I believe it should be taught: Mostly class participation was 
important, and reading the issues we would talk about. Free form is best, especially considering the 





he course allowed students to examine real issues. The required reading for the course provided a 
ue print for analysis and issue in which to apply the critical thinking analysis. 
Dr. X did an excellent job in selection of course materials and presentation of those materials. 
This course offered continual opportunities for majors in different fields to discuss and analyze the 
issues studied. Encourages serious thought and debate. Also, the professor was great. 
I think time was well used for this course but I feel too many students leave college with little 
understanding of personal finance. I feel the course with that title should be required . 
All capstone classes should be worth the same amount of credit hours! 
This was a great class. I was really able to apply the concepts that I learned in real life situations. 
I thought it was great, but as a senior in many other challenging courses, finding time to do so much 
reading is difficult. 
I am glad this course was offered as a capstone course. I've learned a lot and fully enjoyed it. One of 
the only Gen. Ed. class I really like. 
Excellent! More varied classes should be offered in the future . 
• efore beginning this course I was unsure of how much I would enjoy it. I was pleasantly surprised by 
how much I enjoyed it. I learned a lot about several real-world topics (stem cells/research, lead 
poisoning, death penalty, languages) that I otherwise would have never learned. Being an Ed. major, 
I also gained more knowledge about NCLB and how it effects me as a teacher. I have, and will 
continue to recommend this course and this instructor. 
I felt that this capstone class was an excellent addition to the liberal arts core. The information 
presented was very real and up to date. The issues that we were able to discuss involved everyone in 
the classroom, leading to good discussion. 
In response to #8, I didn't answer with a 5 because during the first exam I felt anxious and unsure 
about myself and what I knew from this course, but I scored above 90% so I realized I was prepared. 
This class was very insightful, presenting a lot of new information that I may not have learned about if 
I didn't take this course. 
Great option as a capstone class. The information that was taught was beneficial and related to real 
life. 
I highly enjoyed this capstone course, much more than the past single option for capstone, I believe . 
• his class was delightful! 
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I learned most of this information we learned in this class from other classes. I don't understand the • 
point of taking a capstone course. To me it is a way for the university to get more money out of 
students. 
Great class. I enjoyed Dr. X methods and learned a lot throughout. 
Dr. X was a great teacher! 
This course helps to keep an open mind to our issues in our everyday life, that we normally wouldn't 
have. 
Really opens your mind to the issues we sometimes forget about in our busy lives. 
This may be the one class students on campus know the least about. It would be very helpful if there 
was a better way to let people know about what ETS is about in some other fashion. 
I think this is a course students should take very seriously. Dr. X made many students challenge their 
sacred cows, which is a good thing! 
Every student leaving UNI should be required to take this course with Dr. X. Dr. X allows people to 
think differently leaving than they did entering the course! I'm a republican and Dr. X made an impact 
on my life! 
I enjoyed this course and it taught me a lot about my role in the world after I graduate. 
The class was great for current events and world awareness. My day to day, 24 hr. life was more 
enriched by this class than by any other class I've taken. More important topics were covered in this 
class, as well, as opposed to all of my other college classes. 
I really enjoyed having Dr. X as a professor. 
This course was extremely helpful in learning about the world and environment and learning what can 
be done to sustain and help better it for future generations. 
Great idea to offer more than one option for capstone. 
It was unorganized and I do not feel I got much of it. 
I realize this class was new, but it could have been just a little more structured 
I dare say it would have been more effective were it a three hour night course in terms of discussion. I 
enjoyed the nonlineanty of it all. 
This is a great class. I guess, when we wrote papers, all the corrections Dr. X made us make, we 





was an interesting class. We did beat topics to death, which made it boring. Having essay tests 
long with papers was too much. The tests I felt were unnecessary. 
I feel I gained so much from this class that it would have been highly useful to have taken as a 
freshman. It taught us how to think critically and to care about the longer scheme of events in the 
world . I'm telling everyone I know to take this course. It wasn't easy, but I learned so much. Plus, I 
really liked the option of selecting which capstone to take. 
Challenging concept. The class could have benefited from more open discussion, but that is 
dependent on the students. 
I do feel sorry for those who are not English or technical writing majors! There was a lot of time 
devoted to writing instruction- perhaps too much. 
I feel that this course 010:159 is a really good class that is diverse culmination of my educational 
experience. 
I very much enjoyed this class. I looked forward to attending it. It was very related to current event 
issues with the ability to allow all students to give their input. I highly recommend this class. 
I thought overall this class was interesting and challenging. However, I found the class to involve a lot 
more than I was preparing for. I did not like how all class was debate, yet for the exams there was 
•
othing on them about the debate, rather just over the ton of books we were expected to read and 
nalyze on our own. 
This was a great class. I enjoyed it very much. It provoked in-class discussion with a variety of 
majors. I think it should be required for all majors/students. 
I learned a lot from Dr. X and the other people in the classroom. 
This course taught me a new way of thinking. I am applying critical thinking skills to all sorts of new 
and existing applications. Dr. X course is well taught and was a great learning experience. 
This class was great and very influential! 
This capstone was much better than the previous science, tech. and environment when discussing 
with my peers because this class seems more relevant and connects many aspects of the LAC and 
life in general. This class was very educational and challenging. 
I felt that this class was one that made me work to earn my grade. It was challenging, thought-
provoking and I did not by any means feel like it was a waste of time. I've learned a lot here that I will 
be able to take on to other classes and life after school. 
• 
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Environment, Technology and Society Faculty • 
1. Reflections on my Experience with Capstone this Semester - General Comments 
My comments specifically relate to 03. Students do not come prepared, lacking an understanding of 
science and, in some cases, writing skills. They're justifying by saying: "Not my major''. 06. My main 
frustration has been a lack of interest in class discussion. This semester has generated my worst crop 
of group presentations and paper drafts. 
UNI has a prestigious history of environmental education. It has carried an environmental awareness 
from graduating business majors into the workplace. It has carried the environmental awareness of 
teachers into their future classrooms. It has involved the UNI students so that they reach a level 
above that which they learned in grade school. They have become more sophisticated and objective. 
Environ. Tech, and Society was originally part of the General Ed. 8 hr. Science, Techn. Area. By 
removing this course from the 8 hr. block, making it a 6 hr. Science block, we have reduced the 
exposure of some students to a better understanding of Science and Technology as it relates to a 
Scienceffech. based society. 
This course is essential because environment and technology will be essential components of these 
students' futures. • 
I find this as very necessary in preparation for the "real world". We talk about why one must have to 
formulate ideas and articulate them, and we use environmental issues, and some social issues for 
discussion. I have varied students and have found teaching them to be a (mostly) rewarding and rich 
experience. My teaching of it has evolved over time. Not everyone would enjoy doing this type of 
course, so I would consider this when recommending it. 
We try to address real world and timely issues (i.e. Iowa's bottle, energy policy, etc.) and I think most 
students enjoy the opportunity to research a little and discuss. Capstone does appear to have a 
negative connotation to students as being a science class or at least, a class outside of their major at 
a time when most are taking solely major courses. I try to dispel this by making it current-issue based. 
Department-heads could be more encouraging. Particularly in motivating senior faculty who are now 
assigned to other liberal arts core courses. 
2. What additional ideas would you like to add to help the Liberal Arts Core Committee evaluate 
University-wide Capstone offerings and to help the University create a strong liberal arts core 
experience for UNI students? 
Diversity. 
I think the expansion of the capstone experience into other areas is possibly of more interest to the • 
student. At the same time, I would suggest an environmental science course is needed as a 
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raduation requirement or prerequisite to the other capstone courses. You don't want 
eachers+business majors graduating at a disadvantage because their environmental education has 
been compromised. 
I really think there's no adequate substitute, in terms of content, for institutions in environment and 
technology. 
Hard to say. One of the things I have gotten away from is viewing this as science or strictly dealing 
with environmental matters, though this is still an important component. The more this is broad based 
and deals with society and technology as intertwined with environmental issues, the less students 
regard it as a sort of "tree hugger 101" with its "liberal" connotations thus they are less likely to reject 
it out of hand and more likely to participate honestly . 
• 
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New Capstone Experience Faculty 
1. Reflections on my Experience with Capstone this Semester- General Comments. 
This has been a very stimulating experience for me. I look forward to teaching sections of the 
capstone in future semesters. 
I am tremendously appreciative for the opportunity to design and teach this course. It's been a 
stimulating and satisfying experience. 
Not as wide as when I offered it as an experiment. 
This was the first time I taught a capstone course. I enjoyed and learned a great deal about how to 
train a class composed of students from many different majors. My intention is to revise the course 
based on my experiences this semester. 
Like other LAC courses I have taught- the students were apathetic to completing the requirements, 
several had poor attendance or did not complete readings and written assignments on time. While I 
enjoyed the content, I found that the students' interest was lacking. Perhaps the course needs to be 
redesigned or the capstone experience should be rethought. 
Best discussions I've ever had in class. 
This experience has exceeded my expectations. The students were more positive and better 
prepared than I expected. Since my research interests are interdisciplinary, it gave me a chance to 
teach material that's closer to my research interests than typical classes in my discipline. 
2. What additional ideas would you like to add to help the Liberal Arts Core Committee evaluate 
University-wide Capstone offerings and to help the University create a strong liberal arts core 
experience for UNI students? 
I suggest some "exit interviews" (perhaps a sample with veterans of the new model of capstone 
courses.) 
I think the new capstone model is a step in the right direction- students want choices in their 
education and they deserve the opportunity to make choices. Capstone could serve as a model for 
other aspects of LAC. LAC would be much more popular with students if it afforded them more 
opportunities to make choices about their education. 
Creating a strong LAC experience. I think it would be great if there were more (or more consistent 
emphasis) on students' development of writing and critical thinking skills. These, after all, will be more 
likely to have lifelong usefulness than much of the specific knowledge they acquire. I for one would be 
interested in teaching a writing-intensive course, but there'd need to be support (eg. reduced load) to 
• 
do it right. • 
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